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Churchesand other faith-based organi zations
havealong history of involvement in promoting safety
withintheir communities. Inmany rural areaswhere
resourcesarescarce, churchesand other faith-based
organizationsmay beoneof only afew socid ingtitutions
capableof galvanizingacommunity intoactionand
providingaplacefor community safety servicestotake
place.

Most of therural churchled effortstoincrease
community safety focuson preventionandintervention
activities. Programsby churchandfaith-based organiza-
tionsmay directly relateto crimeprevention, but operate
moreoftenindirectly by aimingtoreducethefactorsthat
placeyouths, adults, and communitiesat risk for crime.
Examplesof programsmight bereading and mentoring
programs, substanceabuse prevention, and poverty
reduction programs.

Recent changesinfedera legidation havein-
creased theopportunitiesfor churchesand other faith-
based organizationsto becomeinvolvedinproviding
safety rel ated servicesto community members. The
expansioninserviceministry wasmadepossiblefor many
churchesby theWelfareReform Act of 1996, which
providesmoniesto churchesand other faith-based
organizationsto devel op programsto hel pmove people
fromwelfaretowork. Althoughslowtoget started,
many churcheshavetaken advantage of thisnew oppor-
tunity toexpand outreach programsbeyond simple
charity by customizing new programsto meet the per-
sonal and community needsof congregations.

Despitetheopportunities, not all communitiesare
benefitting equally; somestateshave been moreaggres-
sveinpartneringwithfaith-based organi zationsthan

others. Moreover, significant obstaclesremain before
interested churchesand faith-based organizationscan
takeadvantagefully of thesenew opportunities. The
most successful storieshavecomefromurbanareas
wherechurcheswithlargecongregations(and significant
resources) havegotteninvolved. Inmorerural and often
moredesperateareas, thechallengesareformidable. A
lack of knowledge, | eadership and resourcescombineto
create barriersthat may be overcomeonly withacon-
certed effort by government and community officials.

Thecurrent political climatefavorsgovernment
funding of churchandfaith-based organization community
services. For rural areas, thechallengewill betobuildon
or expand theexisting capacity of churches. For many
interested church andfaith-based organi zationsthiswill
requirebuilding new partnerships. Fortunately, asnews
spreadsof the potential for churchesand faith-based
organi zationsto adopt new rolesto address saf ety i ssues,
universities, |law enforcement, courtsand corrections
agenciesarebeginning toteam-up to explorehhow best to
facilitate program devel opment. With proper research
and guidance, theexpandingrolesfor churchesand other
faith-based organi zationsto addressviolence problems
holdsconsiderablepromise.

Hereare somewebsitesthat may helpyouto
discover further how churchesandfaith-based organiza-
tionsaregettinginvol vedincommunity development with
crimepreventionand safety activities.

American Prospect Online

WWW.pr ospect.or g/
Thissiteexploresanswersto the question rai sed by many
faith-based organizations. Can ChurchesSavethe Cities?
Thesitea sogivesin-depthinformation onhow faith-
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based organi zationsneedto structuretheir social service
programsto avoid problemswith churchand state
Separation statutes.

AmericanYouth Policy Forum

www.aypf.org/

AY PF provides|earning opportunitiesonyouthissuesfor
policy makersinfaith-based organizations and other
community organizations. Forumbriefson partnerships
between churches, schoolsand community based models
areasoavailableatthissite.

BipartisanWork Group on Youth Violence
www.house.gov/fr ost/youthviol
Thissiteprovidesrecommendationstofaith-based

organi zationsand other community groupsbased ondata
gatheredfrom anin-depth study by Federa legidators.
Thesteincludesmodel sof successful partnerships
between families, schools, churches, law enforcement, and
hedlthcareagencies.

Carter Center: IHPNet

www.ihpnet.or g/4model-I

TheCarter Center, inpartnershipwith Emory University,
hasdoneextensiveresearchintheareaof childrenand
firearms. Thissitecontainsresearch data, modelsand
recommendationson how to addressthegrowing problem
of youthand crimescommittedwithfirearms.

Center for Rural Church Leadership

www.seor f.ohiou.edu

TheCRCL siteprovideswrittenarticlesand other
bibliographica resourcesthat will provideencouragement
torural pastorsand laity intheir ministry tosmall towns
andrural churches. Topicscoveredincluderurd
evangelism, rura poverty, rurd culturesandrural church
hedth.

Christian Community Development Association
www.ccda.org

CCDA provideshiblica practica principlesevolvedfrom
yearsof livingandworkingamongthepoor. CCDA is
dedicated toworking with grassrootsand church based
effortsto meet felt needsthrough ministriesthat focuson
relocation, reconciliation, holisticevangelism, socia action,
|eadership devel opment and empowering thepoor.

Congressof National Black Churches

www.cnbc.org

CNBC' seffortsin crimepreventionthroughfaith-based
organizationscan serveasa

guideto establishing ayouth crimeprevention programat
any church. Thissitecontainsmodels

of programsthat promotejustice, wholenessand fulfillment
through childand family development programs, church
rebuilding, anti-drug and violencecampaignsand
leadershipdevelopment training.

Conquest Offender Reintegration Ministries
www.conquesthouse.org

Thisweb steprovidesministrieswithinformationonhow
toreintegrateex-offendersback into society successfully
through mentoring, employment training, Biblestudy and
other support services. The*“MatchPoint” project, which
dealswithrestoring at risk youth beforethey become
chronicoffenders, isoneexampl eof themodel sincluded
inthesite.

Family Connections

www.familyconnection.inc.org
Thissitefocusesonwaysto createand maintain healthy
family relationshi psthrough coll aborativeeffortsbetween
faith-based organizationsand thegovernment. One
excellent exampleof successful collaborationisthe
partnership betweenthefederal government andthestate
of Texas.

Institutefor Resear ch Poverty
WWW.ssc.wisc.edu/irp

ThisIngtituteisanationa university-based center for
researchinto the causesand consequencesof socidl
inequdity intheUS. Thesitecontainsanoverview of
definitionsof poverty, poverty guidelinesand sourcesof
informationontrendsinwelfareand poverty.

I nterfaith Voices: Church Council on Justiceand
Corrections

www.inter faithvoices.or g/ify/dir ectory
CCJCisacoalitionof 11 national churches(representing
14,000 congregations) that address

theneedsof crimevictimsand offendersthrough
programson mutual respect, accountability,

community involvement and crimeprevention. The
criminal justicecommitteeof CCICiscomposed of 17
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national partnersthat can beaccessed at thissitefor
detailson resources, educationa materials, and successful
modds.

| ssues 2000

www.heritage.or g/issues/chap10

Faith-based organizationscan play avitd roleinbuilding
strongfamilies, strong communities andinpreventing/
decreasing crimeinthehomeand community. The
combination of religionandfamily stability isthefoundation
of successful crimepreventionmode shighlighted at this
gte

Manhattan I nstitute: Center for Research on
Religion and Urban Civil Society
www.manhattan-ingitute.or g/htmi/

faith_based outreach.htm

TheManhattan Ingtitutehassevera programsthat illustrate
how partnershipswiththecommunity, especialy faith-
based partnerships, can serveasadeterrent tocrime.
Theseprogramsincludereigiouscommitment toreduce
druguseand crime, loca religiouscommitment and
neighborhood conditionsthat affect teen drug useand
crime.

National Commission on Civic Renewal
www.puaf.umd.edu/civicrenewal

The Commission conductsresearchon*troubling trendsin
life”. Thissiteprovidesscholarly and practica work
already underway, summariesof national discussonson
crime, andformsalliancesthat canassistincarrying
forward thework of thecommission. Current faith-based
partnersincludetheUrban Institute, Pointsof Light
Foundation; Coalitionfor America sChildrenandthe
Healthy CommunitiesNetwork.

National Y outh Development Center

www.nydic.or g/preventing
Thisyouthsiteprovidesinformationon preventingcrime:
what worksand what doesn’t. NY DC hasadatabase
with detail son over 500 crime prevention programs
availablefor useby communitiesand churches.

NebGuide: High Risk Youth

www.ianr .unl.edu/pubs/family/g1322
TheNebGuidedefinesrel ationshi psbetweenyouth and
highrisk behaviorsand providesstrategiesfor faith-based

organizationsbased on theasset building framework.
Specifictopicareasat thissiteincludecrimeand violence,
family violence, adol escent depression, development a
changesof youth, and hel ping strategiesfor parents.

PoliceExecutiveResear ch Forum
www.policeforum.or g/faithbased
Thissiteprovidesstrategiesthat faith-based organizations
canbeusetoform partnershipswith law enforcement to
hel p reduce crimeand break thecycleof drugsand crime.
Theforum describesthe public safety act, the21st century
law enforcement plan, punishing and preventing crimeand
protectionof crimevictims.

PublicFunding of Faith-Based Social Services
WwWw.execpc.com/

Faith-based organi zationscanfind potential funding
partnerstoinitiate or expand programsfor crimepre-
ventionand other socia ministries. Topicsaddressed
includeincreasinggovernment aidtoreligioussocial
serviceproviders, thenational socia serviceagenda, local
community politicsand church-state separation.

Public/PrivateVentures

WWW.ppVv.or g/content/faithl

PPV recognizesthat many high-risk youthin poor
communitiesareserved primarily through churchesand
other faith-basedinstitutions. PPV hasmany writtenand
internet resourcesavailablefor churchestobegincrime
preventionefforts. Thissitecontainstwo powerful models
of residentinvol vementinsuccessful community change
that decreased crime.

Rural & Agricultural Human ServicesConsortium
Www.migr ation.usdavus.edu/r hr

Rural faith-based organizationscan benefit greatly from
thissitewhichtargetsimproving theddiveryof human
servicesinrural and agricultural communities. Thesite
also containsfunding opportunitiesfor projectstoexplore
bothyouthand adult crimeprevention.

Search Institute

www.sear ch-ingtitute.or g/congr egations
Reachingyouththrough congregationsthroughthe
framework of asset buildingisthefocusof thissite. The
sitehasmodel sthat providechurchleaderswith strategies

National Center on Rural Justice
and Crime Prevention




tofind renewed dedication and strength to continuethe
war oncrime.

United M ethodist News

www.gbgm-umec.or g/mission/news'umns1118991bbm
TheUnited Methodist ChurchinBoston, inpartnership
withtheFord Foundationand Others, hasinitiated a
model programfor reducing juvenilecrimethroughfaith-
based efforts. Thissitea soincludesinformationon
“restorativejustice” , peacewith justicethrough greater
interpersond involvement of thechurch.

UrbanIngtitute

www.ur ban.or g/family

Thissiteprovidesstatistical dataon at risk youthand
recommendationson how toidentify potentia at risk youth
for preventionand/or early intervention. Thesiteal so
includesreports, booksand research studiesto bridgethe
gap betweenresearch and practice.

US Department of Justice: Office of Juvenile Justice
and Ddlinquency Prevention

WWW.0jjdp.ncjrs.or g/gedr eg/122099

Faith-based organizationscangaingreatinsight by
reviewingfederal goa sand program planstodecrease
crime. Focusareasof thissiteincludegang-freeschooals,
juvenileddinquency prevention, publicprotectionand
potentia program funding sources.

U.S. Department of L abor

www.icesa.or g/ar ticlestemplate
Thissiteprovidesinformation ongrantsand contractsfor
fundingfaith-based organi zations' youth demonstration
projectsutilizing fundsfromtheWork Forcelnvestment
Act. Rura projectsthat havereceived fundinginthepast
and present includethe GeorgiaDepartment of Labor,
Lumberton NC River Council, thestateof Hawaii and the
L ouisianaEnterpriseCommunity Corporation.

WelfarePolicy Center of theHudson I nstitute
www.welfar er efor mer.org/articles
Thissitefocusesonavariety of frameworksthat canbe
usedindiscussionsontheroleof faith-based
organizationsincrimeandjustice. Areasdiscussed
includecommunity beliefsand practices, thepostive
influenceof decreasing crimethrough community and
religiousinvolvement, andresearchontheeffect of faith-
based organi zationsinreducing crime.

World Vision ChurchesAt Work: CrimePrevention
I ndex and Chur ch M obilization I ndex

www.wor ldvison.org
TheWorldVisionsiteprovidesindividuass, churchesand
other community groupswithinformation onresourcesto
helpempower theneedy. Thesitehasmorethan 100
examplesof successful faith-based programs. The
databaseisdividedintothefollowing categories: activities,
beneficiaries, community and methodol ogy .

Y outh Entertainment Studios: National Ten Point
Caalition

WWw.yesamerica.or g/

throughamultidisciplinary modd whichincludesthearts.
Successful modelsincludethenationa ten-point codition
project, Project Truth, andtheY esAmericaMusic Boot
Camp.

Y outh Ministry Resour ces

www.pastor 2youth.com

Thissiteisalinktoover 1000 resourcesavailabletoassist
youthministersinconducting programs. Materiasinclude
textbooks, leadershiptraining, youth ministry games, and
publicationsof youthministry papers.
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